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mans more than other foreigners, and this I do not think
he does. He is merely like other Englishmen and dislikes
all people who are not Englishmen, and I don't object to
that." This, by the way, amusingly illustrates what I think
I have already spoken to you of; the way that each sov-
ereign somehow felt himself of the same stock as his sub-
jects, although of course all the sovereigns were of practi-
cally the same stock, and none of them of the blood of their
countrymen. Moreover, I think that the Emperor was quite
right in the idea he had of King George's attitude, although
it was a little exaggerated.

I spoke with the Emperor as to the possibility of putting
a stop to the ever-increasing naval expenditures of the na-
tions. This, however, he said, there was no use of his dis-
cussing, because the element in Germany which he repre-
sented was bound to be powerful on the ocean. I told him
that if I were an Englishman I should feel that naval su-
premacy was a vital matter to England, and that under no
circumstances would I permit the fleet to sink to such a
position that its mastership of the ocean could be threat-
ened. A little to my surprise he at once answered that he
entirely agreed with me, and that if he were an Englishman
he would feel just as I had said I would. He went on to say
that he did not object at all to England's keeping up her
fleet relatively to all other powers, but that he did complain
because English statesmen kept holding up Germany as
the nation against whom they were to prepare; and he was
particularly bitter about Balfour's having taken such an
attitude, because he said that Balfour "was a gentleman"
and not the ordinary type of politician, and that he knevj
better, and ought not to be willing to excite national hos-
tility for partisan ends. I asked him if he did not think
that some of his German statesmen had acted in similar
fashion, as American politicians I was sorry to say fre-
quently acted; he admitted that this might be true. He
earnestly asked me to say to any of the British leaders
whom I had a chance to meet just what he had said to me,
namely, that he was not hostile to England, and on the